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Editorial 


Mr. SNOWDEN’s economy speech last month has had its effec& on 
local authorities generally and will not be without rea€tions upon 
libraries. We have already heard of several instances where-a raid 
has been made upon public library estimates, in one or two cases 
quite drastic ones. The danger is that the generally economical past 
working of libraries will be ignored and retrenchments be made which 
do real injury. At a time such as this the enemies of libraries—there 
are still a few of them—become righteously articulate in the interests 
of what they call economy, which is generally to cut down the other 
fellow’s expenditure. 

At such a time as this, when the world is completely solvent, 
but when the international financial system has broken down under 
the bunglers who administer it, all the gracious arts of life—education, 
research, intelle€tual development generally and all the social services 
—are made to suffer. So far, however, we have not learned of any 
library which has received what may be called a really serious set-back ; 
but it is too early yet to be prophetic. The end of this month may tell 
another tale. Every wise librarian will do what he can to be economi- 
cal ; expenditure on libraries is only justified if it is effe€&tive, productive 

diture, but it is also wise to recognize that a saving at theexpense of 
is merely another form of ineffe&tive and unprodutive spending 
One of the real difficulties from which we suffer is the lack of 
some rapidly-working machinery by which librarians can consult 
their colleagues on such matters as “ the financial attitude of the year.” 
The only information on library finance that we exchange is the 
Statement of accounts which some of us, but by no means all of us, 
print in our annual reports. But that is the financial return of at least 
eighteen months ago, and does not help materially to shape present 
licy, especially in such emergencies as now face many librarians. 
e¢ day the newly re-constructed Library Association may be 
sufficiently organized to deal with current problems such as this. 

Fortunately many of the large library development schemes 
of the country are too far advanced to be held up by the sudden paaic 
from which some of our timid rulers are suffering ; but there may be 
attempts to reduce expenditure upon well-thought out schemes 
which may be disastrous. These must be watched and thwarted 
wherever possible. There is an extraordi type of mind vocal 
at the moment, which seems to think that, if the power of the in- 
dividual to spend money is reduced, more money will in some way be 

t; that unemployment will be reduced by reducing work; and 

everybody will become prosperous if everybody saves. This 
is the lunacy to which modern financial methods have brought us. 

* * * * 

A great deal of pleasure will be felt by members of the Library 
Association in the announcement that the Annual Meeting this year 
is to be at Cheltenham. The week has now been fixed as from August 
318 to September s5th—a week earlier than any Conference in recent 
years, but it is one in which the beautiful Cotswold Spa is at its best 
for visitors such as librarians. The change does not lessen our 
appreciation of Hull, and its Chief Librarian who was making ready 
to welcome us, but the difficulties of accommodation at Hull were too 
gteat. The difficulties will be removed within the next few years, 
and our visit to Hull is only postponed. 
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A movement is on foot to give an international character to the 
Dewey Decimal Classification. It may be held by some that this is 
already sufficiently done in the expanded Classification Décimale of the 
Brussells Institute, while others may hold the view that as Dewey 
consists largely of out-worn categories any revision of it is useless. 
Such opinions cannot, however, alter the facts that in nine-tenths of 
the English libraries of the world the D.C. classification is used, 
and this use will not be diminished now that the decimal numbers are 
being added to the Library of Congress Catalogue cards. The inter- 
nationalizing of D.C. would remove the prominence of American 
headings, except in American editions, and would give similar 
emphasis to (say) Italian headings in the Italian edition. The proje& 
may be worth watching. 

* * * * 


In the estimable woman’s journal, Good Housekeeping, for February, 
Mrs. Burnett Smith, whom all older librarians remember with kindness 
as Annie S. Swan, wrote a protest against the “ obscenity ” of modern 
novels, and the omissions of the reviewers who praise their beauty of 
Style or construétion and do not warn against their moral charaéter. 
In a clever rejoinder in the March number, Mr. Frank Swinnerton 
declares that the reviewcr’s business is not to describe or evaluate 
morality but to criticise books as literary produéts. The arguments 
are of interest to librarians, but although Mr. Swinnerton is careful 
to distinguish between the reviewer and the critic, it is clear that such 
reviewers as he declared himself to be are not of great use to librarians. 


* * * * 


There has been a great demand for the handy little reprint of 
Modern Library Planning, which shows that the interest in Library 
Planning is on the increase. Eratofthenes, in our last issue, wrote 
of Sheffield planning, “‘ Mr. Lamb has achieved some fine things, 
although some of his minor ideas—as his display stands and so forth— 
have been 4 oo in the south of England for a generation.” Natur- 
ally, this has brought a reply from Mr. Lamb, who asks, “‘ Where ?” 
and “ How ?” He writes, “ All of us, even Sheffield in library pre- 
history, displayed books here and there ; Mr. Savage carried this out 
extensively, in various libraries he controlled, but so far as I am aware 
he was almost alone in this. Certainly little has been done in the 
library districts south of the Trent. But if Eratosthenes re-reads that 
portion of my article he will see that, so far from being a “ minor” 
idea, the Sheffield experiment is designed to find a new approach to 
reading; carried to the lengths now in contemplation, it affeés 
fundamentally classification, book stock, planning and almost every 
previously accepted canon of library organisation. It has little or 
nothing in common with the casual display of books here and there 
that one finds in many libraries ; on the contrary, it implies a revolu- 
tion in lending library practice of almost equal importance to the 
introduction of open access. No librarian with a sense of responsi- 
— is likely to spend thousands of pounds on furniture and staff 
work in laying out a new library on novel lines without careful 

timent and finally a strong convi&tion; yet that is what this 


“ minor ”’ idea has led to in the new Central Library now in course of 
ereétion in Sheffield; and this fact alone surely gives some measure 


of its importance to the development of lending library pradtice.” 


PRE? 


“SPRY 
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The Development of a School 
Library System 
By Erczen H. Cor Children’s Librarian, Hendon Public Libraries. 


Tue Library service of Hendon was inaugurated in 1926, when the 
Libraries Committee resolved to provide books for the young people 
of Hendon between the ages of eight and eighteen. A cule Library 
assistant was therefore appointed in Otober, her task being to 
organize a system of oe a Stations, or distributing centres. Seven 
Council schools situated in central parts of the distri& were sele&ted 
as centres, and in January, 1927, the scheme was launched with 
an initial stock of about 1,;00 volumes, 800 of which had been lent 
by the Middlesex County Library. Each Deposit Station was provided 
with a small sele€&tion of books, and this was exchanged during the 
school holidays. The centres were opened once a week, the books 
being issued by the School Librarian, and all organization being carried 
out at the headquarters in the Town Hall. By December, 1928, the 
number of Deposit Stations had increased to twelve, and 65,000 books 
had been issued, voluntary help having to be relied upon to cope with 
the work entailed. 

Early in 1929 the Chief Librarian was appointed, and work 
commenced on the stock of the Central Library. The re-organization 
of the Deposit Stations then became necessary, and it was decided 
to convert them into School Libraries, and to ask for a grant from the 
Education Committee for their maintenance—the cost up to now hav- 
ing been met entirely from the Library rate. Accordingly, a Con- 
ference of the Public Libraries Committee and Head Teachers held 
in July, 1929, drew up a scheme for the consideration of the Education 

ittee, and this was approved in tember, the Education 
authority agreeing to pay the whole cost of books and maintenance 
and one-third of the salary of the Schools Librarian (who had now 
been appointed to the — of Children’s Librarian). The books, 
Library cupboards and other furniture at the Deposit Stations, were 
now handed over to the Education authority, and a sum estimated 
to cover their value transferred to the Libraries account. 

Besides the books transferred from the original Deposit Stations, 
there were small class-room libraries at many of the schools consisting 
of books purchased from the small annual grant made by the Education 
Committee for that purpose, and books donated by the children. 
These colle&tions were now handed over to the School Library system, 
and overhauled and brought into line with the rest of the stock. 

Since the re-organization, the control has been vested in a joint 
Sub-Committee reporting to both Education Committee and Libraries 
Committee, meeting three times yearly, and consisting of three 
members from the Education Committee, three from the Libraries 
Committee, and four representatives of the teachers. The first 
taken by the Committee was the provision of a small nucleus s 
of books for those schools which up to now had had no Library 
facilities. ‘This increased the number of centres to eighteen, and 
meant that a public of over 6,000 children was to be catered for. 
By September, 1930, the work had become so heavy that the Children’s 
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Librarian and the staff of the Central Library—already overburdened 
with the demands of the new library service—were unable to cope 
with it. The Education Committee therefore agreed to provide 
pore ee help and in O&ober, 1930, a School Library assistant was 
appointed. 

All organization, that is, the pe ge sacar of books for circulation 
and the supervision and general management of stock, is carried 
out at the Central Library, bm methods used being, as far as is feasible, 
identical with those in use for the Central Library Stock. When 
additional books are allocated to a school, the Head Teacher is asked 
to submit suggestions. The list thus obtained is then supplemented, 
if poncetity the Children’s Librarian, a card is written for each 
book, and the list duplicated and sent out to a number of second-hand 
booksellers. When this market has been exhausted, the balance of the 
books is ordered new. It has been found that, by this method of 
purchase, the average cost of fiction and non-fiction (including such 
expensive works as the “ Children’s Encyclopaedia ”), does not exceed 
three shillings and threepence per volume. 

The Accessions Register is kept on cards which record the 
classification, author, title, publisher, price, source and destination 
of the book. A catalogue card is written for each book and filed 
behind the guide of the school for which the book is intended. There 
is no comprehensive catalogue, as this has been found unnecessary, 
but in course of time every school will be provided with an individual 
catalogue. At present a typed list is sent out with all books despatched 
to schools. Each school is represented by a record card on which an 
entry is made when books are withdrawn for binding, etc., or new 
books added. The number of pupils of library age at the school is 
also indicated, and, in this way, the total number of books in relation 
to the number of possible borrowers can be determined at a glance. 


~ Pupils Vols. | Withdrawals Additions Net Vols. 
te 
8+ | 11+ | Bt.fd.| Binding} W/O | New | Repl. | Inc.|Dec.| Cf. fd. 


The process of issue at the schools is simplified as far as possible, 
and is uniform with that in use at the Central Library, the ticket- 
pocket system being used. Books are issued once a week at a time 
decided upon by the Head Teacher, and, in praétice, the a€tual work 
of issue is often carried out by the older pupils. A classified record 
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of the number of books issued is sent to the Central Library once a 
week, and the statistics thus obtained are entered in the Central Library 
Issue on. The total average issue is approximately 2,000 volumes 
a week. 

All books are called in at the end of the term, and the school 
library assistant visits the schools to overhaul the books, make an 
necessary repairs, and withdraw books unfit for circulation. St 
is taken in the summer vacation, the catalogue cards from the allocation 
list being taken to the school in question, and the books checked with 
them. It has been found that this regular overhaul is an economy, 
as the books—which cannot of course have the constant attention that 
the Central Library books receive—do not get in too bad a condition 
for repair or re-binding. Twice a year the Children’s Librarian 
visits the Head Teacher or Honorary Librarian of each school to 
discuss the School Library, and receive or make suggestions as to its 
welfare. A friendly feeling is thus maintained between Library and 
school, and co-operation becomes easier. 

The School Library system has now been in operation for nearly 
eighteen months, and the number of departments served has increased 
to 23. a the year 1930, 55,463 volumes were issued as compared 


with a total of 33,588 under the old system. The approximate outlay 
for the year 1930-31 has been as follows :— 

Details. £- 
Books and binding .. oa — 
Stationery and office equipment... 25 
Carriage and travelling expenses .. 20 
Postages 12 


Salaries (Proportion of Children’s 
Librarian, and salary of School 
Library Assistant since O&ober, 1930) 164 

Proportion of cost of Junior Library 
Bulletin oe ee ee 13 


Total £1,015 


The Junior Library Bulletin referred to above is given free to 
all Hendon children, and contains a short article and notes on “ Books 
to read next.” A catalogue of the best books for children is also 
in preparation, and the Education Committee has agreed to contribute 
a proportion of the cost of this also. 

Eventually a reserve stock of up-to-date fidion and non-fiction 
will be maintained at the Central Library, so that teachers may see 
the type of book they are selefting. It has been noticed that in many 
cases books for addition are seleéted blindly from a publisher’s 
catalogue, or from memories of old favourites, or from a purely 
educational standpoint. It is forgotten that a child has very decided 
opinions as to his own preferences, and if a book looks unattractive 
he will ignore it. With a sele€tion of modern books of a Standard 
from which to choose, many of these pitfalls would be avoided. 
Another development is that a representative colle@ion 
apto-dite books on be ork, applied science and arts, machine 
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drawing and allied subjeés, shall be loaned to schools specialising in 
such subjeés. 


The increase in the school ulation of Hendon has been so 

al that the provision ool Libraries has been unable to 

pace with it. In February, 1925, the number of school children 

was only 5,650; in February, 1930, the total was 8,142; this year 

there are 11,723 scholars on the roll. In just over five years therefore 

the school population has been more than doubled! In the coming 

onto three new schools, accommodating a further 1,560 pupils, are to 

To cope with this increase and to bring the existing 

stocks up to an average of one volume per scholar of Library age, 

2,150 volumes will be added before March, 1932, and the estimated 
outlay will almost equal that of 1930-31. 


Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear ERATOSTHENES, 

You remember, I expeé, the story of the Irishman (some say it 
was G.B.S.) who, attracted by a quarrel, wanted to know whether it 
was a private row or could anybody join in. This row of yours with 
Saphenes on professional education is such an uncommonly attra¢tive 
one that, though lacking Celtic fire and unable to comprehend the 
intrinsic beauty of rows as such, I have asked myself the same question 
and come to the conclusion that I may perhaps join in the jousting. 
I enter the lists on your side, not that you need an esquire but because 
your contentions touch a strong Strain of assent in me. Because, 
moreover, Saphenes has been dumb these many months to all my 
arguments, fulminations, liments and castigations on matters 
none the less discussable. I have expended on that unresponsive 
one what I believe to be some of the most purple passages of my drab 
career ; I have roared like Boanerges and coo-ed as gently as a sucking- 
dove. To no effe&. I might be a barbarian treading with unhallowed 
feet the precin&s of the Delphian oracle, so silent is he. Therefore, 
with my pen itself throbbing with emotion, I abjure him and all his 
works 


In SAECULA SAECULORUM 


if needs be, but for this month at any rate. Not that Saphenes will 
mind, but there’s something very satisfactory in an epistolary anathema, 
ially when it can include a rolling period from that golden tongue 
ich Saphenes has so gladly seen vanquished, in our circles at least. 
I yy with you strongly that the minimum educational require- 
ments for entry into the profession should not be tampered with, 
and it is good to see that the Library Association, strongly supported 
by its obstreperous cousin german the A.A.L., is making a firm stand 
inst the re-inStatement of a preliminary test for “ hard cases.” 
hard cases comprise for the most part, if not entirely, assistants 
appointed by authorities which have ignored (presumably with the 
tacit approval of the Librarian) the first requirements of the examining 
body. In some cases, I know, such appointments have been made 
against the considered advice of the Librarian concerned. But the 
authorities are to blame for these 
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Crass AND Brurat ACTIONS 

and it would create an impossible position if the Association amended 
its regulations, even in special cases, because of the culpable negligence 
of a few authorities or librarians. It would open the flood-gates to 
yet more idiocies of this kind. If an authority has left an assistant 
in a dead-end it is that authority’s business to see that he receives 
at any rate a — wage, whatever his position, if it is too late for him 
to change to a different and more suitable occupation. But it is indeed 
a matter of regret that in no profession does there exist any machinery 
for absorbing those people who, perhaps born to that profession, 
lack the capacity for passing examinations or obtaining formal 

ifications. I know of a middle-age woman, for example, who 
studied morbid op to such effe& that she has suprised skilled 
pathologists with her practical command of the subject. Her work 
could be of inestimable value to any hospital, but she is not qualified 
and therefore all avenues in which it can be more than a hobby are 
closed to her. Why, Eratosthenes, I myself can disse& a frog very 
prettily and know how to use a microtome : I can modestly claim to be 
on familiar terms with se and phagocytes have learned to 
lisp my name. Yet if I applied for a job at the Natural History Museum 
there would be loud laughter. And quite rightly so, just as we laugh 
when unqualified amateurs with a love of books or a pretty touch 
with the kettle-stitch apply for library posts. 

I do not altogether agree with the undiluted praise which has 
been bestowed on the plans of the proposed new library at Dagenham. 
Granted that those responsible have thoroughly assimilated Goethe, 
yet there is the equally significant cry of 

Space, More Space 
to be taken into consideration, and the North Country still hears 
it and aés on it to more effect than we southern folk. Space, I mean, 
for all to see, unimpeded by ugly island stacks, the noble proportions 
of a room and the beauty of its book-lined walls. Space for the free 
and ample circulation of borrowers on the central floor, for tables 
and chairs in plenty and a few display-stands. To my mind the 
inevitable Fre ween ir of lending library planning will be towards 
the idea of a lofty room with the floor free of island stacks, or possibly 
only a few arranged in alcove form at the back of the room, and 
clear for these other purposes. Here and there will be lo 
windows giving access to a garden where readers will be encoura:; 
to take their books and browse. At first, as a sop to the oversight 
fiends, the shrubberies would radiate and the garden-walls would 
be high and guarded with broken bottles. In libraries where 
D. H. Lawrence is kept on the open shelves there would have to be, 
of course, separate gardens for the two sexes. 

One day these things will come to be, and I part with you with 
three premonitory cheers for the southern librarian, whoever he be, 
who will have the courage to try them first. 

HERACLITUS. 


Dear ERATOSTHENES, 

May I be allowed to offer ae to the Library Authority of 
Wes Ham for confusing it (through quoting from memory) with 
Eas Ham, and to East Ham for apparently having given the im- 
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- anuary issue. When I wrote of “ that benighted borough” I was 
criticising the transfer of function. The advertisement quoted seemed 
to imply that the librarian was subordinate to the Education official. 
Mr. Stone’s letter makes it clear that he not only retains his inde- 
dence, but uses it in a way that is a credit to himself and his 
ibraries, and I assure him that even had my words been intended to 
slight the work of a colleague (a discourtesy of which I hope those of 
your readers who follow my occasional protests against professional 
silliness and dishonesty will not believe me capable) the record he 
gives of East Ham’s progress would have caused me to withdraw 
them. Yours, etc., 
SAPHENES. 
[We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers of 
“ Lerrers ON Our Arrarrs.”—Editor, THe Lrsrary Wor 


Personal News 


Dr. Henry Guppy, M.A., D.Phil. et Lit., Librarian of the John 
Rylands Library, has accepted the appointment of Hon. Consultant 
to the Buxton Public Libraries. Dr. J. Wilfrid Jackson, F.G.S., 
Keeper of the Geological Department of the Manchester University 
Museum, has been appointed Hon. Consultant to the Buxton Museum. 
Mr. G. H. Hill, F.R.S.A., F.R.A.I., is the Librarian and Curator. 


Miss M. S. Taylor, M.A., F.L.A., Deputy-Librarian, Chesterfield, 
_ to be Editor of the Northern Regional Union Catalogue. 


Library Topics 

[The Editor of Tue Lisrary Worup would be glad if Librarians would 
furnish Topics of Professional Interest relating to their Libraries for 
insertion in these columns. Matter should reach the Editorial Offices 
not later than the fir ft day of each month} 


Bristol 

Mr. James Ross, F.L.A., Deputy City Librarian, Bristol, contri- 
buted one of the series of le€&tures on the “ History of the Treasures of 
Bristol Cathedral ” in the Cathedral on Friday, February 27th. The 
Dean of Bristol (Dr. H. L. V. de Candole) presided. His subje& was 
“ Monastic Scribes and some Manuscript Service Books of the Abbey.” 

In the same week Mr. Ross leured at Bristol Grammar School 
on “ Illuminated Books and Mediaeval Libraries.” Mr. J. E. Barton, 
M.A., Headmaster of the School occupied the Chair. 


Burnley 

The February number of The Burnley Library Journal, contains 
an excellent survey of last year’s fition by Hugh Walpole, under the 
title “‘ Some Novels of 1930.” The usual lists of additions are given. 


Darlington 

The past, present and future of the Library is the subjeé& of an 
interesting article in the Library Bulletin issued by the Darlington 
Libraries Committee. This article is contributed by the Chairman of 
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Roneo Library Shelving at Westminster Public Library, London, W.1 


STEEL LIBRARY EQUIPMENT 


SHELVING GALLERIES BOOK LIFTS 
COUNTERS STAIRWAYS TROLLIES 


“Nothing to burn” in the Library 
means protection against fire. Steel 
Shelving and Equipment not only 
reduces the danger of fire, but also 
provides greater storage capacity in a 
given space than wooden shelving 


Art Metal Equipment Dept. 
5-11 Holborn, London, E.C.1 
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the Libraries Committee, who is evidently alive to the possibilities 
of the library service. 


Fulham 

The Fulham Public Libraries commences its January-March 
Readers’ Guide with a note of the importance of a pleasant relationship 
between the members of the staff and the public. The respensibility 
for this rests mainly with the staff—this we think, is recognised by all 


librarians. 


Hornsey 

The new number of the Ouarterly Review gives the non-fiction 
additions in one alphabetical arrangement according to authors, 
Did not the former numbers arrange the books much more con- 
veniently under main classified headings ? 
King’s Lynn 

With the first number of 1931 the journal of the King’s Lynn 
Public Libraries commences its seventh year of existence. Its produc- 
tion, and the arrangement of its lists of additions, etc., are excellent. 


Leeds 

Yet another branch library has been opened in Leeds. The 
Hunslet Library contains an adult lending library, with a stock of 
8,000 volumes, a small study room (reference library), a reading room, 
and a junior library. The Library was opened on Monday, February 
23rd, by the Minister of Health (The Right Honourable Arthur 
Greenwood, P.C., M.P.), who spent his early days in the distria. 

The latest issue of the Commercial and Technical Library Bulletin 
is devoted to a reading list on “ Industrial Health.” 


Liverpool 

The two new branch libraries of Liverpool at Edge Hill and 
Norris Green are having what is described by the Liverpool Poff as a 
“ glut of success,” the demand for books being so great that it can 
only just be met. The great demand is for fiction, Edgar Wallace being 
the most popular writer amongst men and Joan Sutherland amongst 
the women. Of the former writer’s Red Aces, the Edge Hill Branch 
Library has itself fifteen copies; surely this is carrying duplication 
too far. 


Manchester 

The Manchester Librarian, undoubtedly the best staff journal 
produced, contains (in the January number) besides the usual record of 
activities, a long article on “ A Bookman’s Manchester,” by Mr. W. 
George Fry, being the Presidential Address for the year. 


Rochdale 

Rochdale Public Libraries, engaged in the production of a classified 
catalogue of their new Fiéion Stock, have just completed classes 
J.K.L. This is the fifth of the series and is a very useful and work- 
manlike compilation. It is a pleasure to be able to handle a classified 
list from a library that evidently is thoroughly alive to the possibilities 
and usefulness of these lists. We like the idea and are pleased to see 


‘ 


Tue Lrprary Worip 243 


that the Subjeé& Classification is being used with great success at this 
library. 


Sheffield 

We have received the Sheffield Bulletins, Nos. 8, 9 and 10, and must 
say that it would be difficult to improve upon this great publicity 
feature that has maintained its very high standard of efficiency almost 
since its inception. We wonder what would happen if the Public 
Library Authority suddenly stopped issuing this wonderful little 
book-list. We can imagine the number of indignant letters that 
the Chief Librarian would receive daily. A useful list of works on 
Mothercraft has also been issued. Sheffield Public Libraries are 
undoubtedly “ taking their place in the sun.” 


Sunderland 

At the Sunderland Public Art Gallery is being held from February 
14th to March 15th, an Exhibition of British Photography of 1930, 
from the Professional Photographers’ Association. 


Swinton and Pendlebury 

The February Bulletin of the Swinton and Pendlebury Public 
Libraries contains an article by the well-known writer, Ottwell Binns, 
a Lancashire man. 


Library Reports 


Brisrot Public Libraries—Annual Report, 1929-1930. Population, 
376,975. City Librarian, L. Acland Taylor. Total stock, 245,426. 
Additions, 17,343. Withdrawals, 6,754. Issues: Lending, 
205,042; Reference, 51,076; Library of Commerce, 78,254; 
Branches, 962,426 ; School Libraries, 38,396; Blind Readers, 360. 
Borrowers, 40,402 ; extra tickets, 9,271. Branches, 11. 

“Tt is pleasing to record that during no previous twelve months has the 
demand for ks been so great, or the number of registered borrowers reached so 
high a figure.” From this introduétion it may be gathered that the Libraries in 
Bristol are carrying out a most effective and valuable service. The Reference Library 
and the Library of Commerce both maintain their high reputations, and letters of 
appreciation of their value have been received by the Committee. The building of a 
new Branch Library has been commenced on the Horfield estate. Among the many 
useful gifts received, mention must be made of the colleétion of Music, comprising 
an s of 2,000 separate works of exceptional range and utility, donated by 

rge Risely, Esq. 

CHELTENHAM Public Library, Art Gallery and Museum.—Annual 
Report for 1929-30. Population, 50,630. Librarian and Curator, 
D. W. Herdman, F.L.A. Rate, 13d. Income from Rate, £2,340. 
Stock: Lending, 23,260; Reference, 29,041; Junior, 2,625. 
Additions, 3,502. Withdrawals, 1,801. Issues: Lending, 173,334; 
Reference, 77,225; Junior, 28,546. Borrowers, 8,030; extra 
tickets, 2,512. 

The flourishing condition of the Library is a source of great satisfaction to 
the Authorities, who record their indebtedness to the Carnegie Trust for the valuable 
assistance which has been given in the form of a book-purchase grant. Systematic 
revision of the stock class by class has helped largely toward the increased issues. 
A bequest of £50 has been received for purchase of technical books. Plans 
have been made for the re-construétion of the children’s library. During the year 
39 classes were —— from the local schools to the Art Gallery and Museum, and 
39,981 people viewed the colleétions. 
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Cuorey Public Library.—31$t Annual Report. Population, 30,581. 
Borough Librarian, Robert H. Blackburn, A.L.A. Stock: Lending, 
13,737; Reference, 3,706; School Libraries, 1,912. Additions, 
2,227. Withdrawals, 1,548. Issues: Lending, 115,837; Juvenile 
Reading Room, 5,337; Reference, 3,681; School Libraries, 
27,711; Delivery Stations, 9,458. Borrowers, 4,400; extra 
tickets, 379. 

It is reported that the issues from the Lending Library are nearly 30 per cent. 
above those of the previous year, while all other departments, including the Delivery 
Stations, record subStantial increases. The improvements in the stock, made 
possible largely be the generosity of the Carnegie Trust, and the consequent rise 
in the circulation, is sufficient indication that there is a keen interest in the work 
of the Library in the town if the needs of the public can be met. This can only be 
done by increasing the proportion of income spent on books beyond the present 
inadequate figure of 15 per cent. During the year a small catalogue of recent 
non-fictional ks was published. 

Cotcuester Public Library.—36th Annual Report. Population, 
49,000. Borough Librarian, P. W. Bennett, A.L.A. Stock: Lending, 
18,294; Reference, 8,141; School Libraries, 1,708. Additions, 
2,597. Withdrawals, 526. Issues: Lending, 125,757; Reference, 
16,020; School Libraries, 14,911. Borrowers, 4,011. 

In submitting the above Report, the Committee feel they can safely claim that 
the year just closed has been the most successful one in the existence of the Library. 
The increased number of borrowers and issues now taxes the accommodation to its 
utmost, and unless immediate expansion is forthcoming it will be impossible to 
carry on the good work. Many additions to the Music seétion have been made and a 
thoroughly representative collection is now available. During eight months ending 
the 31St O&tober last, 6,680 visitors entered their names in the readers book in the 
Reference Library. It is possible that this number would have been doubled if this 
tiresome restriction had not been instituted. 

Dar.LINGTON Public Library, Museum and Art Gallery.—Annual 
Report for the year ended 31st March, 1930. Population, 70,700. 
Librarian and Curator, Frank Dallimore, F.L.A. Stock: Lending, 
37,634; Reference, 14,115 ; School Libraries, 4,211. Additions, 
4,608. Withdrawals, 1,576. Issues: Lending, 273,478; Juvenile, 
42,194; Reference, 67,214; School Libraries, 60,146. Borrowers, 
11,708 ; extra tickets, 7,670. 

All de ts have made Steady progress since the publication of the last 
Report, and each have record figures to show. The demand for specialised books 
has increased and the help of the National Central Library has been solicited on 
many occasions. The Reference department is now being recognised as a valuable 
asset by all sections of the public, and a most useful year’s work has been achieved. 
Building operations on a new central library are to be commenced very shortly. 
For the first time in its 45 year’s existence the Library has been assessed for local 
Rates. People visiting the Museum numbered 56,917. 

DersysHtrE County Library—6th Annual Report. Population 
served, 368,322. Librarian, Edgar Osborne, F.L.A. Stock, 78,845. 
Issues, 984,693. Borrowers, 42,091. 

From records of the past year it is obvious that the services of the Library are 
becoming more widely known throughout the county. The work in all depart- 
ments has shown a Steady increase. In spite of the large number of new books 
added to the stock, requests for still more are continually being received from local 
librarians. The total number of centres is now 338, of these 73 are for children 
only, 39 for adults only, and the remainder for both. 12 centres have a Stock of over 
1,000 volumes. A Regional Branch Library was eStablished at Heanor. The total 
issues are 270,820 more than last year, and over 900,000 more than in the first year 
of the Library’s existence. 

LaNncASTER Public Library, Museum and Art Gallery.—Report for 
two years ended 31$t March, 1930. Population, 41,160. Borough 


2 

J. 


Tue Lrsrary 245 


Librarian and Curator, G. M. Bland, F.R.G.S., M.R.S.L. Stock: 
Lending, 24,566; Reference, 6,932. Additions, 1,868. With- 
drawals, 1,318. Issues (1929-30), 125,178 ; Reference (no record). 
Borrowers, 5,129 ; extra tickets, 511. 

During the two years covered by this Report the Library has made rapid strides 
and is now working to its utmost capacity in the present premises. Further increase 
in the circulation is hardly expeéted until the new building, which is planned to 
meet future growth and development, is occupied early next year. Although no 
figures are published, the report from the Reference Library is good, it is 
pleasing to note that greater use is being made of this department. Several art 
exhibitions have been held and attraéted over 16,000 visitors. The Museum, which 
is purely local, was visited by 70,000 people. 


NorTHAMPTON Public Libraries, Museums and Art Gallery.—Report 
for the year 1929-1930. Population, 94,000. Chief Librarian, 
Reginald W. Brown, F.L.A. Stock: Lending, 38,208; Junior, 
4,240; Intermediate, 1,503 ; Reference, 13,793 ; Branches, 10,213 ; 
items in Local Colleétion, 15,584. Additions, 5,561. Withdrawals, 
2,115. Issues: Lending, 353,836; Junior, 42,410; Intermediate, 
7,775 ; Reference, 28,021; Branches, 116,019; Local Collection, 
4,729. Borrowers, 19,984. 

The Central Library has now completed twenty years in the present building. 

A Statistical table shows the gradual rise in the circulation of books during the last 

four decades up to the huge record figures for the year under review. The Kings- 

thorpe Branch Library in its first complete year issued 5 1,000 books, and the accom- 
modation there is already inadequate. The question of a permanent building there 
is under consideration. The St. James’ Branch has also accomplished great things 

during the past year. Seven art exhibitions were held and were seen by 26,636 


people. Visitors to the Central Museum totalled 30,089, and to the Abingdon Mu- 
seum, $1,859. 


Book-Seleétion Guide 


A DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF BOOKS OF 
DEFINITE INTEREST TO LIBRARIANS. 


Romreu (Emilie and Georges) The Bronte Sisters. Translated from 
the French by Roberts Tapley. Illustrated. 8vo, cloth, pp. 256. 
London, Skeffington, 1931. 12s. 6d. net. 

Though there is little fresh material for discussion in this biography, the 
manner in which it is mage we is sympathetic and colourful. We obtain a vivid 
picture of this strangely _ family. The Brussels incident is sympathetically 
told, and the tragedy of the one brother’s backsliding is kept in good perspeétive. 
Well worth ing as a comprehensive and interesting survey of facts already 
familiar. A word of praise must be given to the translator. 


LerreRS TO FREDERICK TENNYSON. Edited by Hugh J. Schonfield. 
Illustrated. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. 146. London, Hogarth Press, 
1930. 6d. net. 

This volume throws some interesting sidelights on the intimate life of the 
Tennyson family, and their times. A number of celebrated personages figure 
in this hitherto unpublished correspondence, including Lytton, Peel, Wellington 
and the Brownings. 


Kipprer (William) The Old Trade Unions. From Unprinted Records 
of the Brushmakers. [Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 246. 
London, Allen and Unwin, 1930. 7s. 6d. net. 

Deals with the ancient history of the Brushmakers’ Society and throws some 
interesting light on the earliest history of Trade Unions. 
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Coape (T. F.) Ed. Harrow Leétures on Education. Being a Series of 
Addresses Delivered at the First Junior Public School Masters’ 
Conference at Harrow School in January, 1930. 8vo, cloth, 
Pp. xviii., 230. Cambridge, University Press, 1931. 10s. 6d. net. 

Le&ures delivered by some of our foremost Educationalists which are a wel- 
come addition to our Teachers’ Colleétions. 

MauGHan (Cuthbert) Markets of London. A Description of the 
Way in which Business is Transaéted in the Principal Markets 
and in many Commodities. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. x., 208. 
London, Pitman, 1931. 6s. net. 

This book is the outcome of a series of articles that originally appeared in the 
“ Times Trade and Engineering ” Supplement. It deals very thoroughly with the 
——~ almost every known commodity from precious stones to rabbit 
skins. minute details and data contained in this volume must be of great 
value to our business men. We cordially recommend this book to all Librarians 
as a most essential addition to the Commercial Colleétion. 

Vanstone (J. H.) Diétionary of the World’s Commercial Produés. 
With French, German and Spanish Equivalents for the names of 
the Commercial Produ&s. Third edition. Demy 8vo, cloth, 
Pp. 166. London, Pitman, 1930. §s. net. 

A list of the chief commercial produéts and manufaétures of the world, together 
with a short description of each of them, and the names of the countries from which 
they are obtained. This handy work of reference should be found in every Library. 
Casson (Herbert N.) Debts! How to Colle& Them. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 

pp. 144. London, The Efficiency Magazine, 1930. 5s. net. 

Suggestions for a national system of credit and colleétion are herein outlined. 
Worthy of the notice of business men. 

Casson (Herbert N.) How to Make a Small Shop Pay. 8vo, wrappers, 
pp. 32. London, Efficiency Magazine (1931). 1s. net. 

The subje& here dealt with is an important one, and in a day of huge stores the 
hints and suggestions it contains are more than ever valuable. 

Kenworthy (Lt.-Com. The Hon. J. M.) New Wars: New Weapons. 
Frontispiece. 8vo, cloth, pp. 160. London, Mathews and 
Marrot, 1930, 38. 6d. net. 

The author produces overwhelming evidence that naval and military arma- 
ments are helpless before concentrated aerial attack, and he believes that a drastic 
cutting down of battleships, and an enlarged Air Force should be our policy. 
Tuomas (George C.), Jr., and THomas (George C.), III. Game Fish 

of the Pacific. Southern Californian and Mexican. Illustrated. 

8vo, cloth, pp. 294. London, Lippincott, 1930. 215. net. 

A book of sport which every fisherman will appreciate. It tells the history 
of the famous Tuna Club. 

MACKENZIE (F. A.) Booth-Tucker, Sadhu and Saint. Illustrated. Cr. 
8vo, cloth, pp. xv., 295. London, Hodder, 1930. 7s. 6d. net. 

An account of the work of the Salvation Army in India, apart from the purely 
biographical side of the book. 

NANSEN (Fridtjof) Through the Caucasus to the Volga. Translated 
by G. C. Wheeler. Illustrated. 8vo, cloth, pp. 256. London, 
Allen and Unwin, 1931. 12s. 6d. net. 

The late Dr. Nansen was well-known for his championing of the cause of the 
suffering Armenians apart from his fame as an explorer. In his book he recounts 
his experiences of a Journey through the Caucasus and gives a very vivid description 
of the life, manners and customs of the people. 

Breapy (J. Wesley) Do&or Barnardo, Physician, Pioneer, Prophet. 
Child Life, Yesterday and To-day. [Illustrated. 8vo, cloth, 
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pp. 272. London, Allen and Unwin, 1930. 7s. 6d. net. 

A work on Dr. Barnardo from an unbiassed point of view holds an important 
place —_—— biographies. In his way a genius, Dr. Barnardo had an extraordinary 
career ; this y apc wl traces from humble beginnings to the achievement of 
a huge organisation. 

WiiutAMs (Marguerite) Charlotte Sharman, The Romance of a Great 
Faith. With a Foreword by Dr. J. C. Carlile. Frontis. Cr. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 183. London, Religious Traé& Society (1931). 3s. 6d. 
net. 

The life-Story of a genial soul who gave freely of wisdom and kindliness to all, 
but especially to children. | 
Hortus. A Concise Diéionary of Gardening, General Horticulture 

and Cultivated Plants in North America. Illustrated. Imp. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 652. London, Macmillan, 1930. 42s. net. 

A very comprehensive and thorough compilation. Although somewhat 

ialized on account of its American flavour, it will be welcomed in this country 
where a vast number of plants, etc., of American origin are cultivated. It is dis- 
tinctly a book for the reference dept. 

HutcHtnson (Robert W.) Easy Lessons in Television. Illustrated. 
Cr. 8vo, wrappers, pp. vi., 175. London, University Tutorial 
Press, 1930. 18. 9d. net. 

A companion booklet to “ Easy Lessons in Wireless,” this volume is written 
with a view to enable the veriest novice to understand and acquire a knowledge of 
Television. 


Eaton (Walter Prichard) The Drama in English. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
pp. xiv., 366. London, Scribner, 1931. 7s. 6d. net. 

An interesting Study of the English Drama—not written as a criticism, but 
more as a guide to the reading of representative plays. Contains a moét useful 
Bibliography. 

Parsons (Charles S.) Amateur Stage Management and Produétion. 
With a Foreword by Leslie Henson. Illustrated. Demy 8vo, 
cloth, pp. xiv., 130. London, Pitman, 1931. 7s. 6d. net. 

Amateur theatricals are undoubtedly a source of fun if properly managed and 
gage In this little work we have the very thing that will show amateurs 

to prevent anything going wrong. Librarians would do well to consider 
this hook as a useful addition to the List. Mr. Leslie Henson’s “ hints ”’ are, like 
himself, irrepressible, and some important professional stage dire€tors have added 
invaluable advice. Curtain scenery, stage noises, and Stage lighting are dealt with 
and the information given will prove most useful. 


FICTION. 


Benson (Stella) Tobit Transplanted. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 362. London, 
Macmillan, 1931. 7s. 6d. net. 

An attempt to identify the riences of the exiled White Russians of the 
present day with those of the exiled Jews of Tobit’s day. The real book of Tobit 
as it appears in the Apocrypha is appended. 

Burke (Thomas) The Pleasantries of Old Quong. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
pp- 279. London, Constable, 1931. 7s. 6d. net. 

There is a vein of pungent sarcasm about these sixteen tales of Chinatown 
which makes them pleasantly satisfying. Old Quong is a narrator of parts, es- 
pecially when edited by his friend and interpreter. Start him off and keep him in 
progress and surely a new “ one thousand nights ” should eventuate ! 

Casey (Robert J.) The Secret of the Bungalow. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 297. 
London, Mathews and Marrot, 1931. 7s. 6d. net. 

A detetive Story in which the burning of a bungalow and the finding of a 
corpse play an opening part. There are other corpses, and a second lonely bungalow 
to add to the my’tery.. 
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Drxon (Vibart) Sebastian Wile. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 304. London, 
Hutchinson (1931). 7s. 6d. net. 

A Strong and virile Study of a despicable man, who, from youth to old age, loves 
to torture and be cruel, himself the viétim of a twisted body and mind. Three 
generations Struggle against his evil influence, and at the last he is made to suffer 
something of the 1 ote which he has brought upon others. 


Grsss (Philip) The Winding Lane. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 320. London, 

Hutchinson (1931). 7s. 6d. net. 

The lane winds through a lonely Surrey village, where Francis Brandon the 
novelist lives with his mother, whose one care is her boy. When he marries, the 
usual struggle begins between affection for wife, for mother, and for his work. 
He becomes successful—apparently to his own undoing. His wife dies and he 
returns to the cottage and his mother. A dull story redeemed only by the author’s 
well-known readable style. 

Goeret (Ferdynand) From Day to Day. Translated from the Polish 
by Winifred Cooper. With a Foreword by John Galsworthy. 

Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. x., 310. London, Mathews and Marrot, 

1931. 7s. 6d. net. 

This novel is written in the form of a diary describing the writer’s life in 
Cracow, after the war, and his experiences as a prisoner in Turkestan. Readers 
should not miss Mr. Galsworthy’s foreword if they wish to appreciate thoroughly 
the dual psychology which inspires the narrative. 

JoserxH (Donald) Long Bondage. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 312. London, 

Mathews and Marrot, 1931. 7s. 6d. net. 

A Story of the South and the vicissitudes of a young woman who is urged by her 
father into an unsuitable marriage with a man she cannot a, Her love for her 
delicate elder son, and the rift between her and her husband and second son, ends 
only with their death. She survives them to find much-sought peace and happiness 
in a second marriage. 

MANN (Heinrich) The Royal Woman. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. vi., 298. 

London, Mathews and Marrot, 1931. 7s. 6d. net. 

A novel in which a play based on the tragedy of Napoleon III. and the Empress 
Eugenie is an important factor. 

Morrison (Emmeline) Lone Wood. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 288. Lon- 
don, Hutchinson (1931). 7s. 6d. net. 

The life of a London spoilt darling in the enervating tropics. Unable to stand 
the lonely life of a sugar planter’s wife in British Guiana, she returns to England 
and becomes entangled in a love affair with another man. Only after severe trials 
does she win happiness. 

Potiarp (Captain A. O.) Rum Alley. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 288. Lon- 
don, Hutchinson (1931). 7s. 6d. net. 

A gang of rum-runners and a pair of passionate lovers ; good material this for 
a rollicking Story, in which of course right and love triumph. 

VacHELL (Horace Annesley) Into the Land of Nod. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
pp. 286. London, Hutchinson (1931). 7s. 6d. net. 

A somewhat lugubrious novel about hereditary taint of imbecility in children. 
If it were not by such a famous and sympathetic author we should prefer to lay it 
down unread. 

Watpo.e (Hugh) Above the Dark Circus. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 272. 
London, MacMillan, 1931. 7s. 6d. net. 

Mr. Walpole desired to try his expert hand at a murder story, but he has not 
been entireiy successful. We get the impression of reading the fantastic ravings 
of a Starving ex-service man who witnessed the slaying of a loathsome human 
creature at the hands of an unbalanced ex-convi&. That the ex-convict is his friend 
and that he loves his friend’s wife makes it the more distressing that Mr. Walpole 

to have forgotten to wake up his hero at the conclusion of his nightmare 
so that he might recover from his bad dream and become sane. 
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JUVENILE. 
Hare (Emiline) In the Land of Surprises. Frontis. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
pp. 158. London, Religious Tra& Society (1931). 2s. 6d. net. 
The Story of a mission school for black children at Mount Nebo in Natal. 
Kerr (Maurice) and Hetme (Eleanor E.) The Greatest Gift: Some 
Bible Stories retold. Illustrated. 4to, cloth boards. London, 
Religious Tra& Society (1931). 7s. 6d. net. 
A well-illustrated and nicely produced volume of religious stores that will no 
doubt be greatly appreciated by the young people in our Juvenile departments. 
Le1GHTON (Robert) The Red Patrol. Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 


256. London, Pearson, 1930. 2s. 6d. net. 
Another of this well-known author’s Stories of adventures with the Redskins. 


LetGHTon (Robert) Kiddie of the Camp. [IIlustrated. Cr. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 256. London, Pearson, 1930. 2s. 6d. net. 
A Story of scouting on the Western Plains. 


PocktInGTon (Geoffrey R.) Ed. Boys’ Own Annual. Vol. 52, 
1929-1930. Illustrated. pp. 865. London, B.O.P. Office. 
12s. 6d. net. 

The annual volume of the greatest Boys’ paper in existence is chock full of 
charming Stories of stirring adventure and many useful articles on hobbies, sports 
and pastimes. 

Poote (Michael) The Wasps of Whitegate. Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 224. London, Pearson, 1930. 3s. 6d. net. 

mystery of the orgin and members of the society is preserved to the end. We 
heartily recommend this book to boys who like a spice of adventure in their 


Rurrer (Owen) One Family. A Dream of Real Things. Illustrated. 
8vo, cloth, pp. vii., 200. London, Mathews and Marrot, 1930. 
5s. net. 

A most interesting book dealin It should be 
in great demand by both young and old. Dealing, as it does with the resources of 
our Empire, it is doubly interesting in these days of Empire Preference Controversies 
The book is written round the scene of the same title that appeared some few months 
ago. 


Vivian (E. Charles) A Scout of the ’45. A Tale of the Jacobite Rising. 
Illustrated. 8vo, cloth, pp. 281. London, “ The Boy’s Own 
Paper ” Office, 1930. 35. 6d. net. 

A Stirring ad issued edition in the well-known 

oh Story now as a cheap edition in 

Warp (Margaret) Biddy and Buddy’s Holidays. Illustrated. 8vo, 
cloth. 166 pages. London, Appleton and Ca., 1930. Price 


6 toe Oe oe ve of great interest to our younger Library Readers. 
It deals wi evo children who, father tired of ordinary games and amusement 
set about inventing new types for their holidays. What they did and how they di 
it is charmingly portrayed in this delightful little story. 
Wynne (May) Two Girls in the Hawk’s Den. Illustrated. Cr. 8vo., 

cloth, pp. 223. London, Pearson, 1930. 3s. 6d. net. 

of the adventures of two girls in the Far West. The book is well written 

and appeal to girls between the ages of 9 and 15. 
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BOOKS RECEIVED. 

Dicxmson (G. Lowes) After Two Thousand Years. A Dialogue 
between Plato and a Modern Young Man. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
pp. 214. London, Allen and Unwin. 6s. net. 

Hares (Helen M.) The Buddhist Pilgrim’s Progress. Sm. 4to, cloth, 
pp. 106. London, Murray, 1930. 3s. 6d. net. 

Hunt (H. Cecil) The Book of Howlers. 8vo, wrappers, pp. 123. 
London, Lane, 1930. 18. 6d. net. od 

Low (Professor A. M.) Tendencies of Modern Science, or Science 
and Modern Life. Portrait. 8vo, cloth, pp. 172. The Library 
of New Ideas, No. 2. London, Mathews and Marrot, 1930. 
38. 6d. net. 

Parmer (Herbert E.) The Armed Muse. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 44. 
London, Hogarth Press, 1930. 3s. 6d. net. 

Raz re Mo&stly Mary. Illustrated. Sm. 4to, boards, pp. 88. 
London, Mathews and Marrot, 1930. 3s. 6d. net. 

READING WITH A Purpose SERIES :— 
Locke (George H.) English History. 
Howe (M. A De Wolfe) Representative Twentieth-Century 

Americans. 

Larsen (H. A.) Scandinavian Literature. 
Schelling (F. E.) Shakespeare. 
Williams (B. C.) Short Story Writing. 
Cr. 8vo, cloth. Chicago, American Library Association, 1930. 

Rutter (Owen) The Four Leaf Clover, by Joan, Minggo, Clown and 
Golfer. Illustrated. Sm. 4to, boards, pp. 80. London, Mathews 
and Marrot, 1930. 3. 6d. net. 

Witson (R. N. D.) Books and Their History shown to the Children. 
Illustrated. Cloth, pp. 112. London, Jack, 1930. 3s. 6d. net. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 

BULLETIN OF THE AMERICAN Lisrary AssociATION. Vol. 25, No. 1. 
January, 1931. 

Book BULLETIN OF THE CuIcaGo Pusiic Lisrary. January, 1931. 

Reapers’ Inx. Indianapolis Library Service. Vol. IX., No. 5. 
January, 1931. 

Tue Lisrartan. Vol. XX., No. 5, January; No. 6, February, 1931. 

Tue Lisrary Assistant. Vol. 24, Nos. 1 and 2. January-February, 
1931. 

Tue Lrsrary Association Recorp. Third series. Vol. 1, No. 1, 
January ; No. 2, February, 1931. 

Tue Lrsrary JourNAL. Vol. 56, Nos. 1,2 and 3. Jan. 1st, Jan. 15th, 


Feb. 1st, 1931. 
THe Mopern Lisrarian. A of All-India Library 
Service. Vol. 1, No. 1, November; No. 2, December, 1930. 


Sr. Lours Pustic Lisrary Monruty Butietin. New Series. Vol. 
29, No. 1, January, 1931. 

Wrson Butuetin for Librarians. Vol. V., No. 5, January; No. 6, 

February, 1931. 
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The Library Association Examinations 


Mar, aes fixed for the Examinations are as follows :— 


May 15 
May 1931 


Wednesday, May 13th, 1931 
the same as that for each Sectional 
amination, namely 10/- for each examina- 
tion ; for re-examination 5/-). 
ImporTANT.—All entries for the May Examinations must be 
made upon the official form and sent to the office of the Library 
Association, 26-27, Bedford Square, London, W.C.1. not later than 
March 318t, 1931, after which date no application will be entertained. 
Nores.—Regarding Seétion 1, English Literary Histo 
— Period in English Literary History will be :—“ Dr. "Jehans 
his Circle.” 


The Library Association 
NORTH-WESTERN BRANCH. 


ANNUAL MEETING AT Botton.—The Annual Meeting of the Branch, 
at which a number of members of the A.A.L. attended, was held at 
the Town Hall, Bolton, on Thursday, February sth, 1931. More 
than 50 delegates assembled, including The President of the Library 
Association, Mr. L. Stanley Jast, F.L.A. The Chairman of the Branch, 
Mr. Councillor J. P. Taylor, B.A., presided. Following an official 
welcome to the town by the Mayor of Bolton, the Secretary of the 
Branch (Mr. J. W. Singleton, F.L.A.) presented the annual report. 
The salliontion of library interests, the pro — bibliography of 
Lancashire, regional co-operation, educational policy of the Library 
Association, and co-operation with the A.A.L. seétion were all touched 
upon, and membership was shewn to have grown to 284 against 228 
in the previous year. The financial as of the Branch was satis- 
faGory, a balance of 3/11 being carried forward. 


The Officers and Council for 1931 were elected as follows : 
President : Councillor J. P. Taylor, B.A., J.P., Bolton. 
Immediate Paft President : Councillor Arthur Green, Burnley. 
Vice-Presidents : Stam, L.A., Librarian, Blackburn. 
ves, F.L.A., Librarian, Stockport. 
ret, F.L.A., Librarian, Preston. 
T. Shaw, M.A., Liverpool. 
Archibald Sparke, F.L.A., F.R.S.L., Librarian, Bolton. 
Hon. Secretary: J. W. Singleton, F.L.A., Librarian, Accrington. 
Hon. Treasurer: WW. B. Coupland, F.L.A., Librarian, Burnley. 
Hon. Secretary for Education; A. J. Hawkes, F.L.A., F.S.A., Librarian, Wigan. 


Council (to retire in 1 Miss Fearnsdie, F.L.A., 
F.L.A., and S. Lamb, F.L.A 


1¢ 
h, Tuesday, May 12th, 1931... ont Section 4.—Cataloguing. 

Wednesday, May 13th, 1931 .. ... ... Section 5.—Library Organisation. 

Thursday, May iéth. 1931... wen — 

Frida oe -—Lit tory. 
3. Saterday, ove Section 2.—General and either 

Book Selection or Palaeography and the 
Archive Sciences. 
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A paper was read by Mr. W. B. Coupland, F.L.A. (Burnley), on 
“ Experiments in Wireless Group Listening.” Speaking as the one 
who started the listening groups in Burnley, he said that the mass mind 
influences of which critics spoke was by no means as potent as the 
pulpit or the press. Leéturers covered a very wide field, dealing with 
things from every point of view, and, moreover, in group listening 
free discussion promoted criticism and allowed its expression. 

The first essential was the best possible equipment, including a 
suitable room. Next came the seleétion of the courses, and the whole 
was dependent upon thoroughly capable group leaders being chosen 
for the different subjeé&ts. The courses had to appeal mainly to a 
working-class audience in Burnley, but very few young people, he 
regretted, were attracted. The average attendance was about 60. 


Ten public libraries were known to have listening groups in 1930, 
and others had been established by the Workers’ Educational Associa- 
tion and other organisations. Naturally the B.B.C. had a part to play 
in the development of group listening. From Burnley the main 
points of criticism would be that most of the speakers were too 
academic in expression and manner, not appearing to realise the 
varied character of their audience, that there was a tendency to “ talk 
down,” and that Oxford and Southern accents were a Strain if there 
was too much of them. 

A keen discussion ensued, and a number of questions were asked 
and answered. Mr. Hawkes (Wigan), contended that group listening 
was not the work of public libraries but of education d ts, 
and Mr. Lynn (Bootle) suggested that membership of the groups 
should be confined to those particularly interested in the subjeés. 


Mr. Coupland said that so far no difficulty had been rienced 
in obtaining suitable group leaders, and it was expeéted that the B.B.C- 
would eventually have a panel of leaders for service at listening centres. 
Books on the subjeéts had been sought for after the various sessions, 
and Mr. Gifford (Leigh) supporting Mr. Coupland said that one of the 
most striking results was that public-speaking ability had been 
developed by group listening and discussion. 

A discussion on “ book-dating,” was opened by Mr. R. Ashton, 
F.L.A. (Blackburn), during which he said that resolutions had, so far, 
got them nowhere. Librarians demanded to have the date of publica- 
tion on the title-page, re-issues described as re-issues, and the date of 
the last revision given. Publishers would never change merely 
because librarians wanted them to, but have to be made to realise that 
they were retarding the sale of their own books. He suggested that 
librarians should support the resolution of their nt association 
by writing in protest every time it was discovered that a book lacked 
the desired information. Mr. Jast said the only reason dates were not 
given was to deceive the buyer, and it did deceive the buyer. There 
was only one way which offered possibilities of success, and that was 
by having the statement of the date made compulsory through the 
copyright laws. 

Association was unanimously passed. 
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Correspondence 
Tue Eprror, The Library World. February, 1931. 


Sir, 
Nobody would have been more amused at the controversy which 
has been diverting us in your pages for some months than the late 
. Duff Brown himself. Since he was a careful man, however, I think 
it likely he would have taken the trouble to remember clearly what 
aftually was said about him—an elementary rule which most of your 
correspondents, including Miss Olive E. Clarke (sic) have overlooked 
in their excitement. Mr. Snaith is quite capable of taking care of him- 
self in this matter, but in justice to him I hope you will allow me to 
ote the original statement made on page 173 of the last volume of the 
Assiffant. 

The relevant sentences run thus: “ James Duff Brown, we salute 
your jus ; but—Hail and Farewell. We have nibbled the nutri- 
ment from your Manual. There are other pastures. We need to think 
for ourselves.” If a reviewer of current professional literature finds 
that he may not utter such mild statements as these about a distin- 
guished librarian without being subjected to silly and excitable 
criticism, both public and private, then it is obvious that far too many 
library workers not only dislike thinking for themselves but resent 
being told that they ought to. Criticism is not depreciation. 

Those who worked under Brown seem to have liked him very 
much, but surely this need not prevent them from admitting his 
limitations. Nor is it necessary to be so solemn about his memory 
as to take the trouble to state that he was always ready to give advice 
to assistants. This distinguished him no more than did the possession 
of an umbrella or a pair of boots. 

In the period during which he worked it is marvellous that Brown 
was able to accomplish so much for librarianship, and his energy 
alone would put most of us to shame. By comparing the first edition 
of the M. with the latest, it would be possible to envisage a few of 
the main differences in library practice before the War and after. 
Developments founded on Brown’s own ideas, and on those which he 
assimilated from his contemporaries, are mainly confined to the 
severely practical side of our work; developments which are the 
result of a few other librarians thinking for themselves have mainly 
to do with the purely cultural aspe& of the library movement: and 

with the struggle for mere existence this aesthetic viewpoint, 
is, of course, a luxury. How much a luxury can be guaged by visualis- 
ing the format of the last edition of the Manua/as it might be, and 
contemplating it as it unhappily is. 
Central Library, Yours, etc., 
Hornsey, N.8. F. Seymour Smirn, 
Deputy Borough Librarian. 


[We understand that the Manual of Library Economy is selling so 
remarkably well that adverse criticism appears to have an enormous 
advertising power. 

The publishers ask us to print these criticisms from the pens of 
the League of Youth. Ep. The Library World.) 
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Bibliographical Topics 

We have received the following note from Mr. John Warner, 
Chief Librarian of Newport Public Libraries :— 

I am preparing some notes on the growth of mould and fungus 
and the of spue on leather bindings. 
Owing to humidity, imperfe& ventilation and other reasons, many 
librarians experience the annoyance of mould growing on leather 
and even on cloth bindings. The nuisance seems particularly liable 
to occur on “ post-War” bindings. Post-War bindings, too, are all 
too frequently found to be covered with “ Spue.” Spue is a whitish- 
grey exudation, the result of the gradual accummulation in the grain 
of the leather of solid saturated fatty acids. There is very good reason 
to believe that these troubles are much more widespread than is 
generally supposed and I shall be very grateful if you will allow me to 
appeal through your columns for information from any of your 
readers who may be experiencing difficulty with mould, fungus or spue. 
So far little or no attention seems to have been given to the subjed 
which is certainly one for investigation. 

Note from Mr. T. Sheppard, Direétor of The Municipal Museums, 


Hull :— 

During the past few weeks some horn books have been submitted 
to me from different quarters, some from a distance but two or three 
in Hull, and I regret to say that in most cases they were modern 
forgeries though excellently done. _I am afraid that possibly some 
of them emanate from this city and I know that they are being sub- 
mitted to colleétors in different parts of the country. May I therefore 
issue a warning to any interested to scrutinise horn books submitted 


to them during the present epidemic. 


The bibliographical “ howlers” printed below were noted 
during a Library Association examination of some years ago and are 
quite genuine. 

REMBRANDT was famous for his photogravures. 


ICONOGRAPHY. 

Bookbinding. 

The science of signs and cyphers. 

Another name for wood-cutting. An early (and surviving) method 
of illustration. 

Narurat History MErnop. 

THE usual method employed (in ee 15th Century book) 
is the “ Natural-history”” method in which title is divided by 
means of a Stroke showing where each line ended. 

FRISKET. 

Ornamental design “ tooled ” on the backs and covers of books. 
Usually consisting of lines, straight and curved. 

A small tool used by the binder. 
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Is the uneven edge found on hand-made papers and sometimes 
imitated by machine makers of paper. 


Laset Tirte. Instead of the title being lettered on the back of a 
book dire€tly the letter is printed on a separate leather slip and attached 
to the back. 


SIGNATURES. 
Ir an early printed book has no signatures, it certainly will have 
no pages. 


Two-MaGazine Lino is a Linotype machine that is capable of 
printing two magazines or two sections of a magazine at the same time. 


InstipE Denrecres. Part of the furniture used when tying up the 
forme. 

The same as indents. Gaps before the initial words of new 
paragraphs. 


CoLOPHON 


The printers often used a sign which was placed at the foot of each 
page and this same sign was also put at the top of the next page. This 
was called a Colophon and was of no particular pattern or type, 
and when collating these books (ji.¢., those without signatures) one 
had to watch for these colophons. 


Bibliographical Reviews 


Six (Agnes K.) and Fanninc (Clara E.) Index to Parties. 8vo, cloth 
PP vi., 122. Boston, Faxon, 1930. (Grafton). $1.50. 
ibliography of Parties! Not the political type but the social conglomera- 
tions that and delighted in and which has | 
survived in American society to such an extent that a bibliography of 121 pages 
needed to register the literature of the subje& since the year 1925. Prodigious ! ! 


A Great Bibliography 


For the greater part of a long life, the chief author of this work* was 
engaged in collecting the material which is to be found set out with _ 
meticulous care and, for its size and range, unexampled accuracy, 
in these two substantial, well printed and handsome volumes. 
ames Fowler Kellas Johnstone (known to his intimates as 
“K.J.”) was a Scotsman, born in Aberdeen in 1846. After the usual 
education of the period, at the Academy and Grammar School in that 
city, he commenced the battle of life in a lawyer’s office, and eventually, 


neg i ia Aberdonensis. ing an Account of Books relating to or printed 
in the Shires Eat eee natives or residents, or by 
officers, graduates or alumni of the Universities of Aberdeen. By J. F. Kellas 
LL.D., and Alexander W. Robertson. the Third 
ing Club, 1929-30. 4to. 2 vols. Price, £6 6s. 
Vol. L, 1472-1640, xii. pp., 1-316 pp., 15 pp. 
Vol. IL., 1640-1700, xxxv. pp., 31 Pp. 
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in 1873, went to Manchester and carried on there and in London the 
profession of an Accountant, until his retirement from practice in 1910, 

From the time he left school, until the day of his death in 1928, 
books were the absorbing interest of all his spare time. During the 
last 18 years of his life, his small bent figure, with a face lighted up 
with twinkling eyes and scholarly enthusiasm could be seen in the 

t libraries of London, Oxford, Cambridge and Manchester, 
~ upon this “ Bibliographia Aberdonensis” in which he hag 
realised more perhaps than any other work of the kind, the relationship 
which books bear to life. 

Nothing of the human or personal element in an author, or his 
book escaped his attention, with the result that we have in these 
volumes, not only a record of the literary output of Aberdeenshire 
and the neighbouring shires of Banff and Kincardine from 1472 to 
1700 (his co-editor, Mr. A. W. Robertson, who died in 1911, wag 
to have dealt with the 18th and subsequent centuries), but a wealth 
of biographical and literary information of the highest importance and 
utility. R skilled bibliographer, his description of a book is always 
adequate and never slip-shod ; while the notes which accompany almo@ 
each entry, and there are upwards of 2,000 entries! form a record of 
the literary history of this Northern part of Scotland, of which, it is 
no exaggeration to say, that no other part of the United Kingdom can 
boast to the same extent. A great work, which reflects in a very 
marked degree the learning and the scholarship of a man who acquired 
both, not in the classroom, but in the wider and surer school of life 
and of experience. 

As a small example of his contributions to knowledge, which 
abound in these volumes, I would cite his note to the first author he 
deals with on the first page of his first volume. Under the date 1472, 
John of de Sacro Bosco, otherwise known as John of Holywood, or 


ohn of Halifax, ap . Dr. Johnstone shows that this author, whose 

irthplace has nearly always been attributed to Halifax in Yorkshire, 
and whose Tractatus de Sphaera a8 a great renown during the 
middle ages, was, in fact, John Haliebus, a native of Dumfriesshire, 
and at one time a Trinity Friar at Aberdeen. Evidence is adduced 
from manuscript sources, which shows that early in the 16th century, 
Sacro Bosco was recognised, and for long had been recognised, as of 
Scots origin. 

The utility of these volumes is largely increased by the numerous 
facsimile reproductions of title pages and colophons, while the indices 
are ample and well done, and the whereabouts of all known copie 
of the ks, always are indicated. This is certainly a work whi 
ought to be found upon the shelves of every Reference Library. 

Dr. Johnstone passed away while his work was still in the press, 
and we owe its final ap ce to the efforts and public spirit of the 
Third Spalding Club of Aberdeen. 


The author’s friends could have wished that he could have 


lived to~see these volumes published, but — to think that three 


before his death, the University of Aberdeen conferred upoa 

im the honorary degree of LL.D. in recognition of his loving and 
unwearied labours in this special corner of the republic of letters. 

James P. R. 
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Comic 


TRE LIFE STORY OFTHE 
MAID OF ORLEANS: 
_ By Doves: 


Curywey, LL.D., Professor of 


story, telling the events 
the life of the Maid of Grleans— 


he | | 
up 
LANCELOT OLIPHANT 
A book that is being widely recom- 
mended to the reading public 
as comic writers from Shakespeare to. 
ch Priegey are here reptesented by 
ys and with frontis- 
by dainty With an Introduction by. Epwarp 
of Su. ¥ U nrve4rs! 
s Write for full prospettus tos 
an 
The Year Me Five | 
Hondvedeth Auniversaty ot Joan 
Earliest Libraries’. 
Who are carious conrentiing the “It is, after @ll, and the 
early history of their profession, people and things that gurronnded 
Modern Bet, what sho was ike gad what 
: ee she said and did, that the life of ane i 
Library Planning Joan of Arc means to’ most of ns, 
Wrappers, ‘| and it isa book of this kind that the 
A series of important plans of author has written.” — Professor 


SALIENT FEATURES 


‘OF 


CHIVERS BINDINGS 


THE CLOTHS WE USE ARE ALL OF GOOD 
CLOTH QUALITY AND FAST FINISH. 


THE LEATHERS CONFORM TO THE R.S.A. 
LEATHERS SPECIFICATION AND ARE ALL ACID FREE. 


LEATHER INDUSTRIES LABORATORY, 
University, LEEDs. FEBRUARY, 1931 


“WE HAVE EXAMINED THE LEATHER RECEIVED FROM 
YOU. THE PROCTER-SEARLE TEST SHOWS THERE IS NO 
FREE MINERAL ACID PRESENT.” 


The above is the report received of samples sent from a consignment 
of 7,650 skins of Nigerian leathers just purchased. 


SEWING WE ONLY OVERSEW WHERE ESSENTIAL 
AND THEN IT IS HAND-OVERSEWING— 
MACHINE OVERSEWING IS DETRIMENTAL 
TO OVER 95% OF ORDINARY LIBRARY 

BOOKS. 


GOLD WE ONLY USE THE BEST GOLD—22 CARAT, 


WORKMANSHIP ALL OF STERLING QUALITY. 


CEDRIC CHIVERS LTD. 
Booksellers and Bookbinders 


PORTWAY, BATH 


ENGLAND. 


Printed by Franx Jucxes Lrp., 30-31 Moland S:reet, Birmingham 
and Published for the i by Grarron & & Co., 51 Great Russell Street, Landon, Wiel 
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